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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1860.)
VICTOR HUGO'S IDEAL EUROPEAN
REPUBLIC,

Tue fall text of the letter of Viotor Hugo to |
the European Peace Congress, which we pub
lished yesterday, deserves an attentive perusal
on this side of the Atlantic as well as in the
Old World. The reforms he advooates and
the blessings he hopes for at some indefinite

future period are already substantially estab-
lished on this continent. His first aspiration
is for the creation of a European Federnl
republic, to be called the United States of
Europe. This form of government has been
g0 firmly cemented here by the late war that
no conceivable contingency can destroy it.
However parties may differ, none dare
assail the Union; and while the utmost free-
dom of opinion prevails, it is understood on |
all sides that hereafter the utterance of seces- |
sion sentiments will be the sure precursor of
political death.

Hugo's next aspiration is for liberty, which
he defines to be the first want and the first
duty of man. Here universal freedom now
prevails. The abolition of slavery has been
followed by the establishment of a cordon of
free Btates in every portion of the republie,
and the baneful influence which formerly
tainted the political action of nearly half the |
nation has been destroyed forever.

“Frontiers” are said to be the moving
cause of war, discord, and misery in Europe.
Here we have an ocean-bound Republie, sab.
jected to scarcely perceptible inconvenience
from the comparatively unimportant contign.-
ous territory to the north and southwast,
The lines established during the war by hos.
tile armies foreshadowed the terrible obsta.
cles to free intercourse from which we have |
happily been resened forever, but which con-
tinue to hamper and impoverish the people
of Europe,

From frontiers spring large standing
armies, and from standing armies, gigantic
wars, Here the immense cohorts which bnt
a few years ago made this country the scena
of terrific warfare have already gone through
the process which Hugo happily styles “‘the
reabsorption of the soldier in the eitizen."”
The soil which lately trembled beneath the
tread of a million of armed men has now not
as many common soldiers in the field as it
had officers at the close of the war, and their
daty consists mainly in garrisoning forts or
battling against savage foemen who ave rapidly
disappearing from the face of the earth.

Victor Hugo contends that if the standing
armies of Europe and her mercenary civil
officers were abolished, her prople would be
endowad with &2 000,000,000 per annum,
From a large portion of this burden we are
free. But, unhappily, corrupt politicians
have either created among us a host of un-
necessary officers to eat out the substance of
the people, or they have countenanced ex-
orbitant fees and unnecessary expenses, and
they are public enemies scarcely less danger-
ous and exacting than tyrannical kings
and pampered aristocrats, However, the
voters have at all times the remedy for wani-
fest evils in their own hands, and when they
rise up in their majesty, they can easily sweep
the horde of plunderers into oblivion, and
obtain here, much more readily than in
Europe, the “‘deliverance which contains the
solution of all.”

THE TYRANT LOPEZ.
Tae statements made by Mr. Charles A.
Washburn, when he held the post of United
States Minister to Paraguay, as to the in-
famous cruelties practised by Lopez, were not
only denied by that tyrant, but he retorted
by accusing Mr. Washburn, and Messrs, Mas-
terman and Bliss, with baving been engaged
in a conspiracy against him, and, moreover,
managed to bave his accusation eredited. Mr,
Washburn was unable to obtain the services

of the United States fleet in the South Pacific |

waters when he demanded them, and Rear-
Admiral Davis disbelieved, or affected to
disbelieve, his reports, and did mnot
offer to go to his assistance until some
mouths after the call was made upon
him. A letter, apparently written by an
officer of the navy familiar with all the facts,
and published some time sgo in one of the
New York papers, among other extraordinary
statements of like oharacter, gives as a
roason for Admiral Davis' non-action in this
case, that it was beneath the dignity of a
Rear-Admiral in the United States navy to be
at the beck and call of a Minister, or any
oivilian whatever, Not only did not onr fleet
g0 to the assistance of the Minister when it
wis ealled for, but the whole conduet of Davis,
and the treatment which Messrs. Masterman
and Bliss received on board of the United
Htatos vessel whioh carried them away from
Paraguay, indicated that the story told by
Lopez was credited rather than the statement
made by Minister Washburn and othery, who
had suffered from his crnelty. The sofrduot
of Rear-Admiral Davis in this affair hay never

yet been investigated, as it should be, and we
hope sincerely that if the Becretary of the
Nuvy doos not move in the matter, that Qon.
gress will order an inguiry that will sift it to
the bottom.

In the meantime Mr. Washburn, who is
now in London, has written a letter to the
Movuing Star in answer to a statement to the
effect that he had Jong since retracted his
acensations against President Lopez.
Washbum denies in the most explicit man-
ner that he has made any retractions what-
over, and he reiterates his accusations, and

e

Mr. |

presents n lst of the orimes perpstrated by
the tyrant, Mr. Washburn states that ‘‘Lopez
bas tortured and shot his Foreign Minister,
Joge Berges, and his own brother, Benigno
Lopez. He has shot his Chief Justice, Andras
Urdapillota, also the Bishop of Paraguay, and
nently thirty priests. Ho has shot his brother-
in-law, General Barrios; his other brother-in-
law, Balurnino Bedoya, expired under tor-
ture, MHe flogged his sister, the wife
of General Barrios, nntil adhe
was nearly doad, and he foroed his mother to
make a public declaration that she had no
ohild but the brutal monster who had mur.
dered one or more and tortured with inhuman
cruelty her other children.,” Mr. Washburn
says that the apologiste of Lopez do not
pretend to deny these specific statoments, or
the slaughter, eighteen months ago, of nearly
five lmndred foreigners, but only allege in
general terms that they are exaggerated; and,
further, that ‘‘the fow English and other for.
cigners yet alive in Paraguay are permitted
to live by Lopez because they ara usoful to
him. But if one of them shall escape to con-
firm and add to what 1 and others have said
of his oruelties and crimes, they may, like
those who have already escaped, thank the
fortune of war, and not the protecting shields
of their own governments,"

There is no good reason to doubt the word
of Mr. Washburn in this matter, and the

| most gingular part of the affair is that Lopez

should have found so many eager apologists
who undertake to deny the statements of
witnesses who are entitled to be believed in
every oivilized country, in preference to

| the tyrant of Paraguay. The course of Lo-

pez has been strictly in accordance with Para-
guayan traditions, and he has shown himself
to be atrue follower of the infamous Dr.
Francia. BSuch a character will attract a bar-
barous public to him through mingled fear

| and admiration far more than a more humane

ruler, and this will serve to ex-
plain in some measure the desperate
character of the resistance he has been able

| to offer during such a protracted war and

while fighting sgainst such apparently over-
whelming odds, The valor displayed by
Lopez will excite for him a certain amonnt of
respect even in the hearts of his enemiess, but
his downfall will be a blessing to Bouth
America and the world. The exclusion of
foreigners from Paraguayan territory at all
hazards has been the leading idea of the
rulers of that conntry, and it has been one of
the means by which they have perpetuated
their power. This would be sufficient of itself
to substantiate the assertions of Mr. Wash-
burn and others, and there cannot be any
donbt whatever that these acomsations are
trne to the letter. The action of our Gov-
ernment—or its proper representatives—in
the matter of Mr. Washburn's release, was
not creditable, and although Rear-Admiral
Davis may have sustained his own “‘dignity,”
he certainly diminished the respect, not only
of Paragnay, but of all the South American
States, for the flag of the United States,

Newsearer Exrenenise in the Old World
has recently received a striking illustration.
The London Tinies complains that the Ameri-
can press has been led into an error as to the
manner in which the news of the result of the
recent international boat race on the Thames
reached the telegraph station. It was asserted
that a messenger carried the despatch on
borseback from the river to the nearest office.
But it turns out that no horse was used on
the oceasion, and that ‘‘Electric Jack,” a
fleet-footed Britisher, rushed through the
streets with the despatch in his pooket. If
an event of such widespread interest had
transpired in this country, a special telegraph
wire wonuld have been stretched to the river
bank, and the instant the race was terminated
the result would have sped, on the wings of
the lightning, all over the world! We are in
the habit of doing some things differently
from our cousins,

Cuarres Dickens, at a recent meeting in
Birmingham, England, defined his political
creed as follows:—*‘His faith in the people
governing wasinfinitesimal; his faithin people
governed was illimitable.” He evidently re-
poses little confidence in the politicians or
statesmen of either party. In ome of his
novels he ridioules very effectively the pre-

| vailing English system which confines the

choice of prime ministers fo a very small
coterie of men, and nominally makes the
destiny of the whole nation kinge on the con-
flicting opinions of Lord Noodle or Lord
Doodle. In the patriotism and wisdom of
the people, however, the great novelist has
illimitable faith; and if he was thoroughly fa-
miliar with the details of Amerioan politics,
this faith would, if possible, be strengthened,
for it is the people, after all, who purify and
elevate the tone of public affairs, and diotate
nearly all the wholesome measures that are

BONN_ETS. HATS, ETC.

RETAIL DEPARTMENT.

BONNET OPILENING.
We will exhiblt & Complete Line of
Fall and Winter Bonnets, Hats, Ete,,
THURSDAY, BEPTEMBER 80, 1860,
CARY, LINCOLN & CO,,
(SUCOESSORS TO WOOD & CARY),
No. 726 CHESNUT STREET,
V6 itep PHILADELPIIA,

:
MUSICAL INSTRUGTION.
s INS

MUBIC.—AN EXPRRIENCED TEACHER
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STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER.

BILLANKITTS, BILANKETS,

BILANKETS, BILANKEDS.,

QUILTS,
QUILTS,
QUILTS,

QUILTS,
QUILTS,
QUILTS,

QUILTS,
QUILTS,
QUILTS.

We are again receiving the celebrated HURON BLANKETS which have here-
tofore met such unprecedented sale. Attention is specially direoted so the quality, wize,
and weight of these BLANKETS. They are manufactured expressly for our ssles, and will
not be found in any other eatabl ishment,

HURON COLD MEDAL BLANKETS.
HURON SWANSDOWN BLANKETS.
HURON PREMIUM BLANKETS.
HURON EXTRA SUPER BLANKETS.
CRIB BLANKETS, EVERY QUALITY.

IN QUILTS,

MARSEILLES, DIMITY,

JACQUARD, LANCASTER,

BRIDAL, CRIB, and HONEYCOMB.

We aim, in the above goods, to be able to show every customer the kind desired, and at
the right price.

STRAWBR!DCE & CLOTHIER,

CENTRAL DRY GOODS HOUSIL,

CORNER EIGHTH AND MARKET STREETS.

ILINEN GOODS,

STRAWBRIDCE & CLOTHIER

Invite the attention of Families, Public Institutions, and the Proprietors of Hotels, Boarding

Houses, and Shipping, to their large new stock of

JNNOUSEIKEEPING DRY GOOl1)>s,

Comprising all the varieties of style and width in every description of

Linen Sheetings,

Pillow=Case Linens,

Barasley Table Linens,

Piano, Table, and Melodeon Covers,
Table Cloths, all sizes,

Striped and Plaid Table Coverings,
Table Napkins and Doylies,

Towels and Towellings,

Real Russia Nursery Diaper,

Linen Table Covers,

Barnsley Crumb Linens,
Richardson Sons' & Owden’s Shirting Linens.

SHIRT BOSOMS,

MADE UP OURSELVES FROM LINEN OF OUR OWN IMPORTATION, AND
GUARANT EED TO BE OF THE VERY BEST QUALITY.

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER,

DRY GOODS HOUSE,

CENTRAL

CORNER EIGHTH AND MARKET STREETS,

PIHILADELPHIA.
9 9 winbt

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER’S
OPENING OF SILKS AND DRESS GOODS,

SILKS.
SILKS
SILKS,

SILKS
SILKS,
SILKS,

BLACK SILKS, FANCY SILKS,

FANCY SILKS,
FANCY SILKS.

BLACK SILKS,
BLACK SILKS,

ONE CASE POULT DE SOIE AT $2°00,

Embracing the New Shades in

MAROON,
MODE,
PEARL,
CHERRY,

LAVENDER,
PINK,
BLUE,
CREEN.

ONE CASE POULT DE SOIE AT $2°50,

In all the New Shades.

ONE CASE VERY WIDE AT $3-00,

Same Goods sold recently at $3'50,

BLACK SILKS, $1°87.

BLACK SILKS_, $2°00.
BLACK SILKS, very cheap, $2°'25.

BLACK SILKS, $2°50.
BLACK SILKS, $3°00.

TWENTY-FIVE PIECES
STRIPED AMERICAN SIILLKS,

A New Article, Very Desirable.

ONE CASE VELOUR POPLINS,
In Entirely New Shades, $2°00.

ONE CASE VELOUR POPLINS,

Entirely New Shadee, £1°50,

ONE CASE VERY RICH LYONS SILK POPLINS.

AL -WOOIL: PIL.AID POPIIANS,

All-Wool Plaids, 62.

All-Wool Plaids, 75.

All-Wool Plaids, 87.

Rich Diagonal Plaids, $1°00.

Blue and Green Plaids.

Black All-Wool Poplins, 87, $1°00, $(°25.

After months of preparation our DRESS COODS stock is
now complete, and our patrons have the opportunity to
select their dress fabrics from an unsurpassed assortment,
the prices now, as heretofore, being always at the bottom of
the market.

STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER,
CENTRAL EMPORILUM,

CORNER EIGHTH AND MARKET

L §

STREETS.




